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FRG is edited, published and perpetrated
by := Terry Jeeves

; 230 Bannerdale Rd.,
SHEFFIELD S.11 9FE
ENGLAND

You can get ERG by sending £1 or g2.00 for

QUARTERI.Y the next two issues....or send 30p in stamps
and a letter of comment on this issue. Just
send the LOC if vou live overseas.

A croas in the top left corner means this is
your last issue-unless you renew or
DO SOMETHING..please

MINI-ERGITORIAL qyp 10S-ANGELES trip has suffered a slight snafu after the

collapse of Laker Airlines, We shall now be flying out to L.A. on August 4,
(not 3rd) and will not be steZing a final three days in L.,A. Itinerary is
Augst-5,.L.A, Phoenix - Grand Canyon - Las Vegas - Yosemite - Reno - Aug 1
and 15..in San Francisco -~ San Luis Obispo. Hope to see some of you
ERGbods along the way, If on that route, let me have your 'phone numbers.

MEMORY BANK LANE starts in this issue..there will be a very 1limited number
of complete copies available when it ends (in about two-three years time),
Meanwhile..THE BOSTON TRIP (1980) is still available at £7 inclusing postage.

ERGtape 1 and LRGtape 2 are now available at £2,00 each inclusive of p&p.
They cohtain Tape Plays, ERG readings, music, this, that and lots of the
other,.so why not order your copy now...C.,7,0.

FANZINE AD LETTER coverage this issue is rather brief, as I'm starting the
duping of this issue at the beginning ¢“ May for the July issue, so that I
can start work on the October 1ssue before the Stateside trip. That way,

the huge mailpile awaiting my return won't be able to throw ERG off schedule,
And if you think that is working well ahead...I'm starting planning for the
25th Annish in 198F...so all of you professionals reading this..how about
thinking up a short piece (not more than 1 page) for inclusion in the quarter
century issue ?

Those of you who wrote in about Alan Burns blast against home computers
will be delighted to know he is now the proud possessor of a 2X811!!

Final note..it may secm tough, but current paper/postage costs simply DEMAND
that LERG only goes to those who really want it..and show this by either
subbing, or by the sending of 30p in stamps, and a LOC on this issue. I hope
to hear from you, but if not, no hard feelings, but I just can't kcep up
the frvebioe.
Bos¥ wishee to all, and snjoy life...not fan feud,
Terry
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Computers are gradually worke
ing into every walk of life, Our
power bills, renewadl notices,bank
accounts and library checkouts
have long been handed, K over to such
rmoronic prodigiese.

Prodigies? \lell any computer
worth its electrons can calculate
the cost of X therms, at Y pence,
plus VAT and any stancding charge;
ell in the flicker of a gnat's

eyelash Deing a prodigy isn't
T e o, enoughe If some idiot programs
S'eeve s the thing badly, telling it to do

the above and then mail out the
bill, our machine will gquite blindly send you a demand for £0,00 if that is
indicated:. If you ignore this idiocy. it follows up with a 'FINAL NOTICE'
before Llacklisting you and ordering your supply to be cut off,

Such things ma§ be fun to recad about, but where do they end? Let's
digress a moment to see that not only are computers both prodigies and
idiots, but also lack any moral or ethical sense.

A recent Analog item related the actions of a bright young man who
received a wad of computerised deposit slips from his bank. Dashing off to
the local branch, he shared them out among the little bexss of non~coded
slips for those who had forgotten to bring their own. Customers arrived at
the banlte picked up and completed these forms, passing then to the tellers
along with their lolly. The tellers simply checked that each little space
had been filled in..ignoring how this had been done, and passed them to the
computere The idiot wachine Ignored all writing, but scanned the customer
identification code and credited all the money to that accounte A couple
of doys later, our criminally-ninded fellow closed out the account and
vanished with the bocdle,

In another case, a Los Angelies student rooting in the garbage cans of
the Telegraph Company, discovered a stack of procedure manuals and codes
wirich enabled him to phone-in orders directly to thz wholesalerfis couputer
and thus rip-~off cnouzh material to open his own component shop. He even
re-painted a second-hand van to rescmble those used by the Telegraph Co,
as an ald te collecting the goodse Things only came to light when as his
own 'company! expanded and took on staff, a disgruntled employee tipped off
the Telegraph peopvle and thus ended the fiddle.

Perhaps the neatest fiddle of all was coolzed up by a bank clerk who
realised that banks and computers 'round off!' fractional cents appearing in
sone transactions. Thus, if a sale nets g2345.008¢, the computer drops the
-008¢ and merely records g2345.00, our anti-hero simply programred his
ban&js conputer to credit tie .008¢ to his own account. By the time he was
caugnt, it had awarded him no less than 13} nillion dollars 3}

Computers will do such things..end worse, if that is what their progranm

cormands, MoronicCes..prodigics...sans rnorals or ethics. WVhere does all
that lead us ??2?%
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We now have conputerised accounting whereby a light pen or play-~back
head can scan a bar code or nagneiic strip on your purchase and do all
sorts of clever things with the information. ot only does it marlk up thsz
bill, but if so instructed, will adjust the stock-in-hand list and if
needed, will order riore. Innocent ? Maybe,..but considoer:i-

1. Computers can read a code nagnetised on a tiny magnetic fragrnent
and use the informatien in nany ways.

20 - recent 'Tonorrow's VWorld! itens showed a nethod of entering
such Jdata, so it could ONLY be erased by a special nmachines

%o Conputers are neither ncral nor ethical

and the key itence.

L, It has been suggested that prisoners on probation should have
such coded strips surpically implanted in their bodies to facilitate kecp:w
ing records of their registration and rnovements, 4 sinple box with a hole
for insertion of the wrist would cecnable the cdde to be scanned and the
conputer would then recerd attendance..thus saving queueing time and work
for the probation officerasee

eccand think what nmight follow. First the schene woulld be extended
to prison roll-~calls. DNo chence of a false answer, the innates narch past
the box each sticking in their wrist and the coumnputer ticks 'em offl.
H'r1, but this wouldn't STOP escapes, Uell, suppose we put such boxes at
evary rail, roacd, air and sdéa terninal? Escaped criminals would be noted
as socn as they ‘'wristed in'.,and of course, innoccent people would subnit
to shoving their arms in & box in the intercsts of law and order I

But why stop at detection? Put sone sort of btaomdeudf dJdevice inside
the box and as soon as the computer dJetects an 'illegal' number is closes
the manacle and traps the escapees

Having set up such a checking netwsrk, it would seem logical to exténd
it. By inmplanting such a strip in everyone we could speed up elections,
identification in banks, offices, security places, libraries, clubs ectc,
The list is endless and because such an implanf could only be renoved by
surgery, it could not be lost, stolen or exchanged., Wrist boxes woguld
apyear wherever humans gatherec. It could be used to aatch pavking
offonders, debtors, cheque forgers and the like.,.but since the computer is
heedless of what it does..it coul” also wipe out your life savings in a
flasheess Haturally, such a giant machire could not he trusted to private
nandse IT would have to he a Governnent nenopoly. The prograns fed into
it nust have been approved (lictated) by the ruling party...

sscand how long do ycu think it would be before sueh a party decided
to hely democracy akong a bit? (a rccent Labour MP said that if clected,
they would not have a referencurt on the E.E.C, as the electerrate could not
be relied upon to vote the right way)., Cast your vote for the other side
and yeu nay find delays every tirle you use a wrist boX...your bank account
draps nysteriously: car tax and driving licence get out cf date. Then
shopping, your credit check shows ycu lack the required funds..only an
error, but you suffer the humiliation of the delay. Cheques get Jelayed i
transit and penalty clauses are levied, Of course, such ‘glitches' vanish
the noment you start voting the 'right' way.

Such steps would be 1ild compared with what a real totalitarian state
could enforce via the 'wrist box'. Care to be nmistakenly locked to the
box for an hour or two? DLvery novement could be monitored, every neeting
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recorded in 'Big Brother's! files If the progran says you don't work, or
you don't eat, the computer won't minde. If you die, it simply adjusts its
statistics and records and noves along to other businesse

Being roronic, it couldn't care less. Being a prodigy, it can
enforca its comnands no natter where you rune. .nd being totally devoid
of norals, it won't shed the slipghtest tear,

There's no doubt about it. .. couputer-bascd society is at the mercy
of those who run the conputer.

e have the technology NOW  The question is, how can we avoid having

it used on us ??2?
BYRHAIYRDNN Y FIDY ¥ YV VRT XWX 13 ) IV A NG 0D 130X N0 Y IAGe0RNE

The above is a revised version of a piece I originally wrote for the
first issuc of QUARZ published by Rob Robinson and Geoff Kenpe I don't
think our nailing lfists will have very nuch overlgp, so I run it here for
the benefit (or otherwise) of ERG's readerse T.Jd.
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PLEASE PASS "YOUR COPY TO A FRITEID

e T g

Each copy of ERG costs approxinately 20p to produces It costs a further
16%p (inlend) or 19p (overseas) to mail out. Thus each copy costs ME,

at least 361p to producc, So those of you who get ERG via the 30p postage
plus a LOC are getting it cheape I don't nind this, it's part of the
ganees.but often people forget that 30p (you don't do you?) Throw in

the trade and publisher's copies and ERG costs nie quite a bite Vhich of
course is expected in a hobbye So far, so goodeecss BUT.q0e

ERG sinply cannot be mailed to those who do net respond via the post and
LOC nethod, or by subscribing at 50p a timees..bis deal that 137%p 'nrofit?
isn't it? So PLILSE..if the status box is ticked and you WANT the next
issue, do souething about 3t will you. I'm not tryinzg to be snide, just
to keep ERG going ancther 23 years $li  4nd if you feally want to help,
then would you pass this copy to a friend...,to a friende.e.to 2 friend,
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Six years after their
arrival on Mars, Viking
Ilissions 1 & 2 have been
declared a complete success.

Two orbiters and two
landers reached lMars in 1976
and all four returned \
valuable information longer .,«,
than first called for,
Significant discoveries
include:=~,. 'measurements . .
near two solar conjunctions of the round-trip time of radio signal: haxe
shown delays caused by the Sun's gravitational field which confirn g
Einstein's prediction to an accuracy of 0,1% -~ 20 times greater *han any
previous tests '

GREATLY REDUCED POWER US.IGE will result from a new compact radio wave amnpl-
ifier invented by NASA'S8 Dr, ll.Go.Kcsmahl. The device is a multi-stage
depressed collector which increases the intensity of radio signals trans-
mitted by comsatse. The device may reduce radio station power consumption
by a third to a half, Invented in 1969 and tested aboard a comsat for 3%
years it has produced the most powerful signals transnmitted from space,

FOUR and possibly SIX, new satellites of Saturn have been found using data
from Voyager 2's ‘encounter ‘in iugust 1981, This brings the known Saturn
satellites to 21 or 23.

CREWS FOR NEXT THREZ SHUTTLE HISSIONS..STS-4 Thomas K, Hattingley and Henry
V. Hartsfield, due early July on a 7 day misson in Columbia. The last of
four orbital test missions. 8TS-5, Vance D, Brand and Robert F,
Overmyer, 5 day mission in Columbia to,deploy commercial comsats.
STS-6.will be the first flight of Shuttle Challenger, for Jan.83%, a 2 day
mission to deploy Tracking and Data Relay Satellates. Commander Paul J Weitz
and Donald H Peterson as pilot.

NASA will Launch INDIAN MNATIONAL SATELLITE SYSTEH-1...date was to have been
April 8th, but I have no confirmation of this at the time of writing, The
satellite will be a nulti-purpose telecomnunications-meteorology craft
known as INSAT-1A with 2 nation-wide broadcasting capabiility to comiunity
receivers in rural .arcas. Orbital location, 74°% Long. above Eguator and

a sister craft due for the July Shuttle Llaunch will be INSAT-1B., ?hey are
designed for a seven year life and are built by Ford Acrospace. DPity they
didn't call one of 'em the liodel T% One thing puzzles me a bit..with a
perigec of only 97 miles, I wonder ifﬂthey_will be able to s?ay up therec
for seven years?? I also wonder ho¢ heavy it is and wherc it may come
down? On India, I hove. -

FINAL NASA NEYJS...this is I'suspect tiec final edition of this column, as
NASA scenis 'to have culled BRG frem their mailing list..however, IF, I can
prevail upon the good, kind, wise editor, he just may re-institute us one
the list. If not, my sincere thanks for the cxcellent coverage over the

last two years. Far more matcrial than I can run in IRG, so I've tried to
use items which demonstrate that space exploration helps EVERYQNRE,
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This series first appeared in Lynn Hickman's
excellent 'zine, °'THE PULP ERA'....and later,
during 1969-72, in ERG. Here is a re-written,
re-illustrated and expanded verslon for neuw

Wiy AT qi&’
Yhat was pr%tably ny

earliest encounter with
Science.Ficti&ﬁﬁiggégbo

literature. The long love ol 1 8ods Teess the

e S g ~Malf 2 -century later,
some of those tales still c¥o% up Ry GRYBTY JEQtt\LnNﬂqngggntary and
chronolrgically distorted form., Pinning down the “exact era, or even the
correct sequence is beyond ne. Hevertheless I still get that feeling of
nostalgia %Sense 0f ‘“Jonder ?) when, for a few seconds, they flash across
that inner eye and take me back, once again, 'Down llemory-~Bank Lane!' I
hope perhaps that they will do as much for wany rcaders.

A very early memory concerns a blue-paper-printed, horror
of a comic called 'TJE JESTER!. This featured such time-~worn (even then)
characters as "Weary 'illy cnd Tired Tim', 'Hero and Zero' and various
other comic strips. Willy aund Tin were a pair of tramps for ever trying
to rustle up their next meal., 'Mero and dero! on the other hand were a
couple of Roman Legionaries who ncver seenced to get into battle..only a new
form of trouble every week, These cnaracters were of course in the stirip
cartoon style of the day...wherein cach 'frame! carried beneath it, about
four lincs of miniscule type describing the action. This was nmorc of a sop
to leducationalists! because the pictures..and specch balloons were quite
adequate for this purpose, and I for one never drearned of looking at the
snall print jommed under cach iliustration. Offhand, I don't think anyone
else did either, but such redundant information was a feature of British
'comics! for many a long year before it finally vanished into Linmbos

t_



In addition to the comics, the JESTER always carried a
couple of stories. Onc of these invariably concerned a dashing Arab
Sheikh bestriding a white stallion (baddies always rode black ones) and
brandishing a long sword in his right hand. Draped tastefullye..and fully
clotheds. across his left arm, hec wore a white wonan, usually one who was
busily fainting. Since I had never heard of the white slave trade.e.or S.X,
I was never able to understand the reason for this particular encumbrance,
and decided it was just anolher peculiarity of the desert dwellers. The
other story in this weekly feast alternated between the perennial, 'poor-
wandering-lost-unwanted-sheep-dog'! an” a Sax-Roncrish
aystery full of Chinese characters wandering about,
all putting out their Tongs. However, JESTER once
ran a two-part serial which featured its heroes on
the planet HARS! No doubt it was 'derived' fron
Edgar Rice Burroughs, but at this distance I forget
all the details save that it concerned two warring
factionscssand I thought it GREAT!

The 'haddie!'! zruy of Martians is
about to clobber the daylights. out of the 'goodie'!
Martianse. Our explorers have just arrived and are
being told this by the ruler of the 'goodies'e At
this point, the ruler discovers that the Rarthnen
have a material called ‘'glass?!. This is unknown on
Mars, despite all that sand and heat rays. Being
sharp-witted, the ruler imnediately sees the stuff
as The Answer to a lMartian's prayer, IHe orders one
of his generals to put his hand behind a sheet of the stuff (which one of
the space voyagers happened to have in his back pocket)., Reluctantly, the
general coimplies; the ruler whips out his ray gun and poops aways. To the
relief of the general, the glass stops the ray. Naturally, production of
glass armour starts immediately and the next battle starts to go in favour
of the goodies, safe im their glass suits. Their joy is short-lived as
soreone finds the new wonder armour will shatter at a bonk. Bonking is
then in order and in no tine at all things are back to square ones It was
at this point thgt the teacher came up on me from behind, confiscated THE
JESTER and I never did discover how it all worked out in the cnd.

Printed on even blucr papcr than THE JHuSTER, was THE
BULLSTYE, between thHe two, you were guaranteed eye-strain every weecks THE
BULLSEYE was a 20 page, quarto horror, aimed for the sensation-seeking
devotee of higher literature. It carried no strip cartoons but featurcd
varleus short yarns, several of then in series forms 'The Phanton OFf
Blaekfriars'! concerncd a ghost who haunted that arca of London., He was
actually onc of the human characters who appeared in the series, but in his
secret life, spent the time flitting around Blackfriars disguised as the
Phantem. He wore a black coat and his face was heavily coated with lumin-
ous painte A superlative knowledge of all the secret passages and tunnels
built into every London Bullding enabled hinm to appear and vanish as he
wished, and escape from any trap, However, when he returned for a second
series, the writer began to give the Phanton 'real' psychical powers and
this soured me off tho. 0ld boy for goods

Anether 'BULLSEYE! faveurite was Jpohn Gaunt, a crippled
edplorer who lived alone in his ‘louse Of Secrets's INo longer able to take
his thrills at first hand, he gained a vicerious excitement by paying a
crisp 5100 note to anyone who could tell him a true story of thrilis.



9 ¥

UL L) M O S,
bt I AL, - . _
In true Hollywood tradition, _ ‘\.kt‘\\&:,‘\ bj[l R G e g g

these visitors invariably arrived,
alone, at the dead of night..often
during a terrific thunderstorm,
Gaunt would open the door to: then,
holding high an antique candelabra
(which the storm never seemed tao
blow out) whilst the electric light
behind him threw his body into ' a
black silhouette., On one such
night, the perpetual‘'bad weather
in that area involved both John
and his nocturnal visitor.in an
unexpected adventure, Heavy rain
had operated a catch holding shut
a secret, pivoted flagstone just
on his front door steps Both men
dropped through into a vault
beneath, but thanks to the skill
of the callem, they escaped and ‘a
£100 went into the man's pocket.

A
VIS X

VK15 Be
R R
SR

< dlS
[t ;
Wt i

Y 5 Ay I

o7 Sasat Raithe SN oty - B 'f
.: " S o et 32 ~ - ,fl""l
. i 5, gr. & g 4

On anolher occasion the £109
was earned by a man who related how
he had heen imprisoned (by a Mad
Scientist) in a huge glass bellwjar
as the air was being pumped outb,

(see the cover of ERG 79) and ¢
variety of other gases being pumped .

£as Ancther caller told of being
strapped to a giant pointer which
spun on a pivot attached to a huge
vertical 'board of chance'! As the
pointer and man rotated, they ] ! i '
passed divisions labelled with such titles as : MONEY POWER = DEATH etcs
Accorsing to which one the pointer stopped against, so was the vistinm :
treated, The 'game! was a vast gamble entered into by tramps, derelicts,
bankrupts etc, A close variant of: this was employed by a !'Secret Society!
which used it to punish those who spied on their activities. This time,
the victim was held betweun giant claws which rotated above a horizontal
‘board!, Somc of the segments carried money, others sharp knives, blank
spaces or deep wells into which, if the victim landed in thenm, offered an
unknown fates In all cascs of 'winning! the viatim had to promise he would
not reveal what had happened to him beforc he was releaseds Other types
of 'freecdom' involved forcible enlistment into the French Foreign Legions

Most of thesce stories were cover-coppers. Who could resist hazarding
a mcasly 2d (Less than today's 1p for you decimalised youngsters) to find
what was going to happen to the popsy-on-the-pointer or the joker-in-the=
ar ?
! Still in the technicolour department was THE BOY'S MAGAZINE, half
foollscap in size and coloured a shocking shade of pink, Contents were
usually one long yarn, and a shorter onee Its only concession to the
cartoon market was a gingle frame, 'Useless Eustace'! by Jack Greenall who
until very roceoutly, continued té grace the pages of the 'Daily Mirror!
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The long novel would often be on a science fiction

theme, .monsters emerging from the bowels of the

Barth into the centre of a football match or the

niddle of Trafalgar Square,.which in those days was

as accident-prone as the Impire State Building. The

monstersy led by renegade Germans or Italians were

always bent on taking over the world.ciece
Britaine The tales were highly forgettable,
as I have highly forgotten then.

; BULLSEYE and BOY'S MAGAZINE catered

4 for the more depraved readcr. For those
whose parents carried out their censorship
duties more addidiously, we had 'Ehe Big
Five! ADVENTURE on Monday, WIZARD on
Tuesday, ROVER on Thufsday, HOTSPUR on
Friday and SKIPPER on Saturday. The gap
on Vednesday was filled by BOY'S CINEMA
which featured film stories complete with
'stills?!s I'm not sure what saved us from
having a SUNDAY SPIFITR, but I suspect
that was the¢ day the writers were put out
to grass,

ADVENTURE carried such yarns as The
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— Human Fly'!. He wore a skintight suit with
2 rubber suction pads at knees and elbowsa
T These enabled him to climb vertical walls
M IYeue s or cross ceilings above the heads of the

crooks secking

him. He weuld.

even cross the
bridges beneath the heels of frontier guards as
he pursued his fearless, gang-busting carecr,

ADVENTURE also feautmred 'Captain Zero!,
who, in his skintight black suit (Patent
Applied FPor) would charge hither and thither
on an electrically powered flying platforn,

He remained undisturbed by sonic barriers,
oxygen shortage, hail, rain or snow as he went
about his activities. I'm not sure whether he
specialised in gang-busting or bamnk-busting,
but it was probably the former as these yarns
had a high moral code, Heroes only broke into
banks to emulate the Robin Hood, rob-the-rich-
give~to-the~poor ethic, Even then, they were
not allowed! to make too gocd a living out of
their activities. Bach such hero-villain could
be sure of having some Jaunty detective pounding
along only a gnat's whisker behind him in a
sort of Colby and Deveral relationship,,.which
for those unfamiliar with Ross Rocklynn'!s cop
and robber series, saw pursuer and pursued grow
closer together as their adventures proceeded.




Sueh an adventurer was
'"The Black Sapper! who
started out as a 'baddy!
who was always foiled at
the last nmoment by the
actions of Commander
Breeze who usually got ! .
there in time to save wgeR
the loot even if the =
Sapper escapeds As you
might oxpect, the Black
Sapper wore a skintight
black suite.and along
with his trusty mechanic,
Marot would travel
underground in his marvellous boring machine, 'The Barthwormt', ‘He could
thus emerge undetected in vault or strong room for a bit of !'pick n! nix!
among the jewels, bonds and banknotos. i

Another twopenny ®lood!, the WIZARD introduced our old friends
the Martian Invaders..with a different gimmick. They wore skintight suits
of silver! Thunking to Earth at high velocity in their dart-like project-~
iles, their nal weapon was a paralysing ray-gun. They also brought their
own food in the shape of a fast-growing weed which threatened to engulf

PR, Another WIZARD character was 'The Smasherf,
a squat, monstrous robot who trampled a
trail of destruction through page after

: page in his effort to prevent the railroad
Ty going through on time., Fires, rifles, even
' dynanite left him unharmed,.until a fall

off a eliff into a rushing river stopped

his gallop for a few issues..wherupon, 'The
Return Of The Smasher! gave us further
thrilling adventures in the wilds of Canada,

Many years lator,.after the 'bloods! had
netanorphosed into 'comics!, I recall secing
in one of ny.son's papers,..a rmich changed
tSmashert!s.now converted into 'The Iron
Teachert! and firmly on the side of the
goodies ¢

Another series concerncd 'The Worms OF
Doon?! =- a sort of super-termite capable of
nibbling happily through iron and steel to

s [ B Li[ikf\ﬁggﬁﬁ ! the general detriment of such edifices as
’”""HT"" a1 . the Forth Bridge and the good old Empire

SHANA e ST U NI ' State Buildinge. The worms were the nain
JeeveS : weapon in a Tibetan attempt to dominate the

world...and gave me a life-long distrust of
naggots and the Dalai Lana,

Alse appearing in onc of the 'Big Five! was a Yestern' Sheriff who had
thrown away his gunse Instead, he relied upon two wooden clubs which he
could draw and throw with devastating accuraey long before the gunmanl's
weapon had cleared its holster,

11
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The WIZARD was also the hone
of the fearles 'Wolf Of Kabul!, who
for once, did NOT gallivant around
in a skintight black suit. Operating
soniewhere up on the North West
Frontier and probably based largely
on the doings of Lawrence of Arabia,
he was a secret agent in a dirty
dhotis 1 forget the name of his
trusty native servant, but recall
that this character was armed with
a brass-bound cricket bat which he
termed affectionately, 'Clicky=-ba’
as the nearest he could get to the
English nanme. . O

In ‘those days, ny

geography was not quite as accurate
as it might have been., Kabul was a
place somewhere outside England
wherc one night expect to neet hordes
of héwling natives around ‘every corner, This sort of mental impression was
sti11l with me when I actually ‘did get to India...and although not to Kabul
itself..where I would have looked around for traces of 'The Wolf' or a few
splinters off 'Clicky-Ba' ..I did get up ¥o the hill country and viewed the
nighty Himalayas...but never a hwwling mob of natives in full chargee.

As with Kabul, so with a plabe called 'The Rhonddal!,.which
to ny mind nust be even further away, as it had an even weirder name. Thus,
'The Red Rider Of The Rhondda'! was always firmly linked in my mind to the
degerts of Australia. Oh well, we can't all be perfect, ‘herever the Red
Rider hung out, his speciality (ln a skintight red suit) was tearing around
the valleys on his nodorbike. Despite sugar in his petrol tank, or tin
tacks in his tyres, he would always cone. through in the end and win the
race,.or whatever it was that the baddiss wanted to prevent him doinge

One unforgettable feature of these periodicals, was the
free gift, ''henever sales were slunping, one or the other of the Big Five
would offer a super-duper free gift,.or series thereofs In retrospect, I
fail to see the logic behind this step, as all five were published by the
same publisher. Cash was liniited..s0 greater sales of the WIZARD were most
likely balanced against a slump in the readership of ROVER, I never
worried ny tiny nut over such thcorising..just raked in the manna, Farr too
often for football-hating ne, such preniuns were sets of photographs of
foctballers..or perhaps cricketeres (who I disliked 2lnost as muche Once,
they were even printed on sheets of tin! T Wonder whkere such long-lived
ephemera can be today ? = The gifts that T did like, were the pocket books
of facts, cartoons, conic strips etc. For years, I had a bhx of these

goodies stached away in the depths ¢f a cupboard, SPEXD, CHAMPIONS, !'The
Bunper WIZARD Fun Bock? and many others, Lurking alongside then was a
nonstrous stack of BOY'S CINEMA,..and by the time I joined the R.,AT., it
was renged alongside a complete file of Britain's first true SF weckly,
the fabultus SCOOPS,. P

Sadly, thls nine of treasure trove did not aurvive the war,
No, it didnIt get devastated by landnines or bombs....during ny absence fron
hcme all the lot were pressed into usc as flre llghtersl rext issue, Ifll
Iook back at SC00PS
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_______________________ Superb bit of
_______________________ worl, jammed with articles, humour, Con rep,letters
fiction,photos and plenty of excellent art. A winner at L issues for £2,50
from Roelof Goudriaan, Postbus 589, 8200 AN Lelystad, NETHCRLANDS. (Pay by
International Money Order or cash)

QUARTZ.2 4Opp/A4/mimeo from Rob Robinson, 23 Reygill, Vilnecote, STAFFS.
""""""" Fact, fiction, reviews, poetry, interview with Mike Mooreock, and
sone (but not enough) very good artwork..hope they can get IHORE. A nice,
friendly zine, very well produced. Get it for 80p//£2.,50 for four//or for
articles, fiction, a-t, etcs Only a new zine, but one which can all ready
give the longer established fmz a run for their money. A good idea is the
poll form for best three items in the issues So far, not riany fmz or book

reviews, but plans are under way to remedy thise. Good 'un fellowse
THE WHOLE FANZINE CATALOG 20 & 21. hipp/AS/Mimec from Brian Zarl Ergem,
""""""""""""""""""" 16711 Burt Rd,., No.207, Detroit, MI 48219 U.S.A

607 will get you a copy of this..or trade., It nust list almost all (well,
you can't really expect 'whole' can you?) fanzines produced around the
world, .wit etails of contents and availability etc. Wolan also runs sone
good illos and occasional pieces in the 'Stalking The Perfect Fanzine! secries,
If you want to know what goes ons.or choose a zine to suit you.«GET THIS!

HOLIER THAN_THOU 12 A hefty 70pp/Qto/mineo from lMarty Cantor 5263 Riverton

Ave. Apt.1, Ngrth Hollywood, CA 91601, U.S.As Letters,
argument stimulating articles, fmz reviews, humour, excellent art, Much on
Joe lMicholas, space news etc and etc. How can you encapsulate comment on
70 pages jammed with goodies? Let's just say that it's full of interest
for all but the most circumscribed of tastes. Three tines a year, $1.,50 an
issue, 3 for ghP0 or the usual,  You can't lose.

FANCY PFANNING IN FINLAND ?7?? It's all hapnening there with...the superb
fanzine+.AIKOKONE,.1 & 2 now out, 42pp near Qto. Printed and crammed with
excellent art and material, (including a Bester story)..rather makes Vector
look sicka ,SPIN 1/82 (llay issue will be mostly in English) 28pp photo~
offset, more fannish than Aikokone, but even better art/photos. FINNISH SF
runs only short stories (fanzine) All these are of course in Fingish, so if
you speak the language , drop a line to Tom Olander, P.0, Bex 3, SF-00251,
HELSINKI 25, FINLAI'D, for full details of any of the above «.and of course
for full detaitls of what went on at KING-CON in Sweden, last May. If I'd
known of this earlier..and hadn't been going to the USA...we might have made
it there. Another year, mayhe, Tom? Thanks for all the information and
maps, hrochures etc. The big snag is they frustrate me ..I can't recad
Finnish, so just have to drool over the artworkess.out I'11 find the H.G,.
Wells booklist in IInglish very useful. Bestest,Terry
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((( ERGitorial interjections marked thus))

Rob Robinson,

23 Raygill Congratulations on 23
Wilnecote years of publication. It
STAFFS would be interesting to

see some of the carlier issuese.
I thought the cover art was very good,
who did it? ((( Ex-Nebula & lew orlds
artist Alan Hunter.)) The idea of your
'"Down lemory Bank Lane! appeals to ne,
I think it would be of interest to many
fans (((It starts:in this issue..how's
that for service?)) ‘'Upon Reflectiont,
I liked. It is the sort of story 1
enjoy, short and snappy. ‘!Counterblast
To Home Computers'’ I'm a bit biased here
as I an intending to %treat myself to an
ipples 1T systemy any thoughts on that?
(( I did my first programming on an
Apple..a very nice machine))) As usual,
the NASA News is excellent, Where do you
get your up-to-late info? ({((4s credited,
fron NiSiA News from Washington))) Bosk

F You'n LIKE THE HRXT TRe s ] reviews are excellent, but I was surpr-
sas s WRITR 1A gBOLT THIS one’} ised to see you come out so strongly

against 'The Roswell Incident's (((1ell
I hate this 'secrets we nmay not be told!
and baseless sensationalisn.))

Alan Burns The Hunter cover reminds ne of a Galaxy cover of many
19 The Crescent ycars ago called '8 Miniature Invas'on'. It showed an
WYallsend On T¥ne officer lying over his desk which was swarning with

little men in spacesuits. Hunter's was beautifully
drawn and the duplication excellent, For the rest of ERG, I should think
Domby Grork was unplaced, the only place for it is in the waste bin. {((Sir,
vou have no appreciation of true art)) On the reply to Judith Buffery, I'm
a bit confused. Surely the only way you can judge the quality of any
literature is on 2 nersonal basise. ({ Dead right cobber. This is the point
I've been hammering for agese. One nan's neat and all that, DMoredver, you
can't take it for granted that the najority taste is 'good! either..if we
assurie there is such @ thing as 'good! or 'bad! in this context))

Roger Vaddington Enjoyed reading your 'Top Twenty! list, though I can't
L Conmmercial St., agroe with all of 'ems I can agree with 'Hobbyistt!
Norton, Malton, thoughe My Sense Of Vonder was stirred by the idea of a
North Yorks, spaceship fuelled- by lengths of wire, I wouldn't agree

that there hasn't been much pleasure after 1?50, I didn't
really start reading SF until 1965, so naybe I can clain a nore neasured
judgenent. Theres LANGEL's BEQ@G by Pangborn; THZ LIGHT, and THE MAN WHO CAME
BARLY by Poul Anderson, and how can you leave out his 'HIGH CRUSADE' (((With
the greatest of pleasure))) I liked 'Upon Reflection®; the only thing was,
I kept reading with the thought it would turn into a devastating critique
of that sort of writing, such is the Jeceves manner It've core to know. But
if you can't print your own fiction in your own fanzine, where can you
print it? (((On small pills sold as 'Insomnia Cure', perhaps ?2?))
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gggéLgaingioﬁve Your article on time is the most interesting in the (4
Nth g S issue, bnt you aust have been dreaming when you proposed

o Hollywood 4. 4ifficulty of understanding speeded-up or slowed=down
CA 97606 speech. You even mentioned tape recorders in the sane
paragraph..the easy solution ((( Not so, it would still take ages to record
the message coming in at <005 "/sec, before playing it intelligibly at 32.
Then the astronaut would have to slow down your message to hear it, It
would be possiblessbut decidedly NOT easy..and most tedious for each end))
Judith's article repeats an old complaint of the literary establishment not
respecting Sgience Fictione Peter Straub, a fantasy writer says "As a kid
I was Iinterested in science fictione Now I can't read anything where the
people have funny naries,:hr *Erthor got up, put on his Illiath and walked
out on the plains of Gimm®s So now we get no respect from Fantasy as well
as nain streame What Straub is talking about is really Science-Fantasy.
It's too bad there is so much around that it gets the name of Science
Fiction in trouble ((Agreed, and the TV version of SF is no help either)))

I wish you would hire a proofreaders.'the aircraft flew near stron edges'
sounds like harrassment of Senator Thurmonde. Since you don't stencil
direct and don't have the corflu problen, you can use 'Tipp~Ex' ((Hold on
there podnere.l do tyne onto stencilesl do use corflume...but the odd typec
always slips through. Part of life's rich tapestry, you know)))

ggg%TgrzgiFERY I thought Alan Burns! artiocle on home computers rather

55 b silly. I thought the whole point about them was that they
Birninghan are FUN., They don't have to be useful do they? ((Dead might,
Judith. And as for Alan saying you cah't cuddle 'ene.he drools over his
video recorder..you can't nock with that eithers..or cap you, Alan??))

To be honest, I got rather confused over what Robert ﬁapson was sayinge
I got the impression that he takes his stand from within Fandon, not the
world at large..which was just the point I was trying to nake. However, I
did agree with your addendun; I do think that durabllity is the only true
test of any work of art, If a lot of peoble like something for a long tine
then it nust have sone valuee I find the NASA colunn most interesting, keep
it upe I was delighted to sec you reviewing THE MAMNY COLOURED LAND, I
haven't read it yet, but I'm looking forward ta doing so after your remarks,

SERMARD M, EARP

21 Moorfield Grove ‘Upon Reflection'..tho only thing wrong with this

3 little gem, is its so condenses. Vas th d

Tong itt ’ . s there a wordage

Bg§€°£°°r limit? %KYea, my own laziness ))) 'Counterblast To ¢
Computers' I agree with Alan that the computer is a status synbol

for the man/wonan wanting a hobby. (((Not so..I need another hobby like e

hole in the head..but my ZX81 hooked me. ,,the things are FUN)))

One fault I find with your fiction 1f s = Sl S

list is that you give awzy some of

the endingsess'Doorbell? and 'To

Serve Man's ((Minor worry in

telling of a good story.epeople

still read the Bible, although they SF ai‘i"" U‘\ﬂ" o ased ko !’*
know what happens to the herg in : ‘

the end))) Fancy putting en ad for .
ERGTAPE 2 right after typinge."This
is probably because I like the sounc

—— -
. 4
talked me into, I enckose my cheque : ey
for £2,  ((You forgots.but tape is . NN e |
Soeves ‘

sound of my own voice''..you've
railedy hope You ltiked it))
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~_ Having listed my favourite fiction
and non-fiction in earlier issues of

my ﬁﬂW@@ﬁUWE ERG, I thought it might make a nice
: LAt % B n change to list some (not all by any
Aamii. 1.3 . neans) of my fayourite musice. Being a
M@gﬂ@ o [\ ,@ _musical moron unable to tell a-canon
- . v x il 3 ‘.. ~."@ A ':' ._.. .

from a glgue, T simply list those
pieces -of nusic which gilye me repeated

‘.pleasure over. the yaars. o

FRTEt bfT, thetets: the: suwerb seccnd

rfoverient’ of CONCERTO D'ARANJUEZ played |
by ‘the multarmst Rodrigov: " 1Ibs stately
evocatlve pramdeur never Tails to mcve
" ne as it recdlls (to me) visions of a -
. s}eepy, sun-baked v1llage gradually 33

(40 .goning to 1Ife. o o mora, gentle. and
plalnthé-note As Faure's PAVANE Op.50 .,

ﬁ” . yilth its sYow seductive ‘developement. -

T'It'ralses no imaﬁes othen than sheer

" 'pléasure, -

4

Then “of course, *chalkovsky,

Yhid cANDASITE iGANTABILE with ithe soft -
=.bdt ingistent cello, counterpointing

ik Hiaal § the tHéme ig-&’ hauntmng nelodye.as 'is .

his ROVEO and* JULIVT music whlch is'also on ny’‘play=ait-again. list - -toggther

with the opening waltz movement frortshis, SERENADE POR STRINGS.mlrbn gheer,..

1ilting. enaoyLent, it 1s hhrd ‘to beat. Then there 5 ﬁlbinonl‘s marVelIOUS
ADAGTO IN .G MAJOR: whlch:atarts soﬁtly and remalns Sq.as it works ‘its” vay
into 'your-‘heart..it was.recently used; in thes Wendy Cralg, v’ progranne, ;
‘Butterflys 'and’ "then.in.a,garpet, advert.; Indee@, ‘i{.is in‘danger of"’
beconing a musical=cligheias the! (Bachfs:Air for G Strlng 2?) of & cigar '

, dver“'Pachelbel sﬂ@ANdN AND GIGUE ind MAYOR“is" another stlmuhatlng.blt

of music with its sombre, gehtle start nerginé fnto'e’'tapestry o6f:runs-and
delightful cascades. Then there'g Gr}eg's PTANO CONCERTO in A Mlncr, first

noyenent, a terrific pleéé frpn 1ts Opening‘trlunphal notes..f .

Prokofiev! spLJ"UT ENANT KIJE sulte follouang a-life fron cradle ‘to
grdave: is another: 'must!..partlcularly Qne seguense. whlch invarielhly calls:
to nind a dosert-camel-train.r, T'ron the)Carming Burgga set.of bawdy songs

(in Latin, so I don'tgunderstand 'em) cones -REX? ?OﬁTUNQTA MUNDZI, . the superb
orchustral/vocal chante.which was also: used *in; Jamcs B rke's, 'Connectlons'

In general, I prefer listening at lione to concert-going, but one
_piece which demands concert attendance is Ravélts:ihconparable. BOLERGs « To
sec and hear the nusicians as they gradually rasig:the nusic from almoast
total inaudibility is a true Iixpericnce..and to-seec.the drunuer who nust
vustaln and hold them"all together..wordsafail piec on.the delight it givesse

TTMALS fron Holst's IPlanet Suite' is aﬁother hlt as is LA GOLONDRINAl
all of which areiorchestralsrather than vocal...ih general I-diglike “the -
latter,..but nust nake exception for the nagnlficent aria 'ONE -FINE DAY frono
Madane Butterfly, and“the HUMIING CHORUS “fFom ‘the sane . sources Other vocal
favourites are Paul Robeson's defient, SONG OF THE'PERATNS and SONG OF THE
“FATHERLAND. 'But, £o8 sheabyi low=brow performer cnjoyment, who can beat
Crcsby's 'BATit: anm with the 7indvows sisters, THE THREE CABALLEROS ?- I
nay met know boens abont rusice..but I DO know what T likes Fair enough %

Toffy
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THE Originally a four part series in Elwood's !'Continuum’
Anne lcCaffrey (1974) and here, expanded and linked into a novel..to ]
Severn House £6,95 my mind, a vast improvement over Jhe separate parts, /f

Ballybran crystals foma vital part of the Galaxy's
technological societles., lilning them is a hazardous and penalty-demanding
job requiring singers of perfect pitche Failed opera-singer Killashandra
Ree sets out to becone one of the renowned and often hated, ‘singers—of-
crystal' one of the qualifications for which, is to accept the risks of
death or mutation by a symbiote, lHinor quibbles are that Killashandra has
a rather (very) lucky streak, and sexually, seems more neuter than female,
Nevertheless, build up and background are impsccable with a scope and detail
far exceceding that of the 'Drapgont seriese. I found the yarn one of the most
enthralling I've come across in many a long read. Get it and enjoyl

200 DU P ol Dol Third in the 'Book Of The New Sun'! series opens
Gerne "lolfe with ex-apprentice Tor#urer Severian in the role
Sidgwiclt & Jackson £7.95 of Lictor carrying out the Archon's justice.
BPeconing disenchanted with the task, Severian flees
the city to resume his travels. Joined briefly by a young lad he re-encount-
ers. old enemies, new ones, strange monsters and assorted adventures. The
paca slows briefly for a 'hedtime story* bit of padding, but we are seon
beck with the enthralling, on-going story..to me, it secms the best of the
three to date, so if you a lover of the series,..here's a trecat. For
kewconers, the twn earlier titles were.. THE STADOY OF THT TORTURER,

How Mike does it, I do not know, but here's another of his epic fact
assortments (His last was THE COMPLEZTE INDEX TO ASTOUNDING,/ANALOG) and
here we have an absolutely fascinating compendium of this, that and the
other pertaining to SF, MNigh on 200 pages, plus photos and artwork from
all over the field, Divided into four section..stories, opinion, record
holders and oddities. 'ant to know the most popular artists, Asimov'!s 5
favourite stories, the 10 rarest books/magazines, 10 story origins, 5 most
inportant British magazines,; the ten top SI" people..etc ctce. I make it
some 166 differcnt sets of highly entertaining and surprising material,
You!ll keep coming back again and again to dip into ‘this treasurehouse, so
get yours copy before they run out of stock at the bockscllers
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' THE CLAYW CF_THE CONCILIATOR )
bt =it} L 2t i Second in the series Where

e Wﬁlfgo hpprentice Torturer Severian, having

Axzop S acquired the 'Claw Of The Conciliator', a
jewel of strange powers, pursues his quest. Together
with the steel-handed Jonas, thd/ enter the lair of the
half-ren; are captured by a band of criminals and hunted
by vampires. 'ith passages reminiscent of ‘Gormepghast?®,
this is a beantifully constructed and almost credible
alien society..alien, yet human. DNo wonder it is taking
all the Award nominations. /nd now you can get it in pb.

PETER DAVISON'S BOOK OF ALIEIl HIONSTERS i e SIS

In case you didn't know it, Hr. Davison is the latest in
the '"Dr, Who' line. Here we have a rdeat little, nine children's story
anthology covering a labyrinthine 'Tombworld', carnivorous mushrooi's, a form
swapping alien, tallking semolina, an alien snace pgame and even a silicon
cating caterpillar. Not to mention a colony world and invisible alien gnd

a mechanical visitor. UNot only did I find 'em all enjoyable and highly
suitable for younger readers (only one by Dyan Sheldon being written down)
but cach tale fitted my definition of a real story...Having beginning,
development and a proper ending..instead of fading out with a whinper. If
you want a gotd present for a youngster of either sex...get 'em this onec.

Poul Andersor Ganygedan colonist Frazer is in contact with Theor
Sidpwick and a centaur-like creature down on Jupiter, when a rebel ship
Jackson £0e95 takes over Ganymedes The aim is to manufacture nuclear
weapons there and so overthrow Earth's rules, We follow the intertwined
stories of Trazer and Theor as one fights the rebels, the other a tribe of
invaderse Their adventures are in true spacc~opera tradition, but I'm never
happy about such two-level yarns as the threads tend to get lost in change~
overe If you like conflict in space or alien world, then this could. be yourse
Three worlds ?? ‘'hy, Zarth, Ganymede and Jupitere.though Larth ﬁargly czmes
into it,
QQEE=Q£=§§§£2¥ Todos Santos in Los fingeles is a city-skyscraper of a quarter
Larry Niven & of a million people with its top people mind-linked to the
Jerry Pournelle computer Millie. Angelinos hate and resent TS and ecofreaks
Orbit 31.95 seek to destroy it ;so when three youngsters make an illegal
'borb ! planting raid, action is swift ~ and lethals Which
brings the Security Head to trial and a2 confrontation with the palice and
otherse, 1t isn't often a yarn keeps ne up till the small hours to finish it,
but this one dide..better than 'Mote' or 'Hamner', a real smach hit and the

best Messrs liven and Pournelle have given us to date,

ICEWORLD Teacher Sallnan Ken is called in by police to infiltrate a

Hal Clement band of drug-runner, His nission takes hin to
Del Rey £1.25 the low-tenperature world of Earth

and exposes hin to the one-shot
addiction of tobaccos One of “lements' best
when it appeared as a 3pt ASF serial in
547 and they!ve had the sense to use
Van Dongents excellent ASF cover on
the jacket. I'%d rate it above Needle
or eveon Mission of Gravity..and be
warnede.if you're not a Clenent
addict..this could rake you onee
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COSMIC ENGINEERS [ MEsEE TRAVEL
=

====s=@=s=x5=s8 Roving newsmen on their way to record wiTHOUT @
Clifford D.Simakic the illegeltest flight of an inter- Ligg- SURPORT.
Magnum £1.50 stellar craft built by Tommy Evans,

detect & derelict spacecraft. They retrieve and revive

the boedy of Caroline lMartin who has been in suspended

animation for a thousand years..and conscicue all that

time. She warns of nental contact with 'Engineers' at

the end of the Universe and their plea for help. A space

time machine is built and off they go to avert disaster

to the Universe. Originally a 3pt. ASF serial in 193G,

little has been chanpged for this edition (There is even

a Hellhound rmenace which origirated in a 1932 Simek tale)

By today's standards, it creaks at the seams, but if you

want bell=bent action with 'goshwow' piling hipgh, then

treat yourself to & load of nostalgia and dig in.

$§§=§%2§§§£2¥=§§¥ Society Indian Rudolf and alcoholic,

G.C.Edmondson genetic engineer Flaherty help @m alien

Hale &6.75 in distress and acquire the means for
producing aluminium from bacteria, Their rags

£o riches scherie runs into big business opposition and to \ A

complicate things, Tuchi, the alien comes to reclain her equipment and at the

sane: tine, begins to spawn. A fast-noving, light-hearted romp with Flaherty

and Rudolf always just a fraction ahead. Vho-gets-who (and what) remains

neatly undecided right to the end. If you recall Gallegher the drunken

scientist, then this is right in that humour groovee.

DEEP SPACE PROCESSIONAL

S=S===Z=s===Z==S2=2===2  Vhen plapgue devastates 21st Century Earth, Britian
R, Snowden Ficks and fares besta.s.and by the 25th Century, her Empire is
Roger Beaumont interstecllar. Manoceuvre Adniral Lord Neorthumberland
Hale £6,.,25 a strategic genius is normslly kept in 'deep sleep! until

his services are nccded. This tine, he is recalled to aid in
battle against the alien Vronovians. Aided by a2 mind link to a giant
conputer, he first foils oan attack on Queen Anne II and then uses his expert-
ise to aid the Enpire., Characters are agreable, with Queen Anne mixing in
well. Court events and intrigue are very well handled though at times a
touch &f anachronism creeps in. This proved to be one of the nost agreable
'future monarchy/intrigue' yarns I can recall readings It avoided the
standard bllod and thunder trap and concentrated on a real story
THE SCIENCE TICTION SOLAR SYSTEM Now in paperback, this hefty collection
Ede Isaac Asimov bulging with 13 itens, each linked with a planet-
Panther. £1,50 ~ary body or other part of the Solar System. AMmong the

goodics are Neourse's 'Brightside Crossing, Blish's

incompafable 'Bridge' and Carr's ‘Hop Friend’ The author line-up reads
Iike Who's Who.,.Clarke, Anderson, Sheckley, Leiber, etc. To ensure that
rcading about fictional planets doesn't mislead ¥ou, Asinov adds a brief
essay to each tale, detailing the currently known facts and theories of its
locales In addition, there's a potted biography of each author squeezed in
at the back. Apart from plain old reading pleasure, this one is ideal for
school libraries and gift seasons. It's a gift at the price, especially if
you go for stories’'that are stories and not vignettes of the 'fadi=—out-with
a--whinper! varietye.

ERGTAPE 2 now available (ERGTAPE 1 likewise) packed with plays, nusic,
bits from back issues of IZRG etc ctce £2,00 each from the editor.
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Joe Haldeman Mar?anne O'Hara was reared in the frec¢ living/loving b
orbit 21.75 5001e?y of Ney Hew York, one of 41 hollowed-out amshsernids

made into orbital worlds, She cones to Earth for a post-
graduate student gear in New York and gets involved in 2 power struggle
between Governmental lobbies culminating in a final shoot out. Her semi-
biographicael-cun-letter-cun-diary experiences are entertaining and exciting
with even a touch of Heinlein style narrative, but for ne the ending proved
a disappointment. However, Haldeman is a lively writer, and Marrianne's
freewheeling activities are enjoyable reading in themselves.

S126G1 The planetary line-up known as syzgy is approaching, caveing
Frederik Pohl various cults-of-unreason to howl doom. Coincidentally, a
Bantam £7T.25 Jupiter probe is destroyed, and a super nova, solar prom-

inence and other events join ine. A shady estate agent sets
out: to cash in, as does a senator and a psychic pecturer. Throw in a few
other issues and an excellent assortment of characters mixed and stirred
by events to give an excellent yarn with an unexpected..if rather weak,
ending,

SESZE=SS=so=E After death, Jack Cull is trapped in a spherical Hell
Philip Jose Farmer holding a central Sun, Created when the inFlux of
Corgi £1.25 humans exceeded the number of available demonse.thus
converting demons into slaves. Cull sets off on a fact-finding
mission, enters a strange underworld and survives the collapse of Hell, only
to find a truth with a new beginninge. A rather formless inchoate adventure
which demands much of the recader, but gives little in return. The yarn
reads well, but lacks a more concrete plot.
EXILES AT THE WELL OF SOULS 5ocond 'Well Wobld story, in which Antor Trelig
Jagk Lq Chalker  seizes control of Obie, the intelligent, reality-changing
Penguin £1.95 computer, then sets out to eontrol a federation of human
worlds. Adventuress llavra Chang is hired to foil his
plans, but is only partly successful; both she and Trelig end up in diff-
erent bodies in scattered hex lands on the Well YWorld. Almost two stories
in one, with the initial sequence having the edge over the multi-character-
body-environment of the second part. Once complete. this stands a good
chance pf becoming one of SF's classicses

¥ kncola Carter ‘lhen the elusive Dr.Hoffman
V,g begins to distort reality it
PERBuin £2.25 falls to Desiderio to try to
put a stop to his activities.

The trail leads through an on-going series of
weird and incredible adventures in a dream-
lilze fantasy where anything can happen.

Unfortunately, the very drecam-like atmosph=
ere inhibits the development and cohscures the
narrative, Many will enjoy this type of
nioving event patterns, but in my own case, it
just failed to nake the grade. DNefinitely a
case of try it for yourself..and if it ia in
your lincesthen enjoye
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ggégézggzgégg The first four astronauts to llars are captured by the
Philip Jose Farmer Martians'..an alien/human society of Orthodox Jews
Panther £1.50 leading a near-idyllic existence, but a rigorously

orthodox one. Living in underground caverns lit by nuclear 'suns'.. in one
of which Jesus lives. lHe descends, meets the astronauts and his miracles
begin to undermine their religious beliefs. Things come to a head when
the Martians set out to bring the true faith to Barth,. Good characters,
excellent plotting and good pace make this one of Farmer's best..and that
to nmy mind includes Riverworld..so Farmer fans, here's a treat,
ifan y
gggg:gggg:gégggg Based on the TV series, this sets out to establish that
{it Pedler psi powers act outside 'normal! physics, but within the
Granada £1.95 realm of gquantun effectss Covering experiments in esp,
telepathy, telekinesis, spoon-bending, precognition and

other areas right through to a 'Do It Yourself! chapter of experimentation.
There is a wealth of interesting material, but whilst I enjoyed this, I was
not so happy with the nebulous link with modern theories,..Einstein's
weight-fron-train experiment is posrly prescnted, and Pedler manages to
confuse time dilation with the Doppler effcct when tacKing relativity.

However, he is on firmer ground with his main thene, and if you accept
his integrity..and etatistical evidence, there's a lot of fascinating meat
for the interested reader,

o T T W T A hefty volume holding four tales of Man's expansion

o P Ef Longyear s, .+ the Galaxy..linked by some rather pointless

Orbit £1.75 'Legislative Records' Two yarns use the theme of alien
defeat/exploitation by war or commerce. A third deals with a friendship
developing between two warrior-castaways and the final itenm follows the
iines of !Starship Troopers! and 'Forever Var! in its account of a soldier's
1ife and bfavery, Slightly 'down beat', but if you enjoy the conflict of
kaman and alien (of the noble savage variety) then these are well written
and should be right down your streect,

————————————— Seven tales from IASFM covering the would-be attack
Darry B. Longyear on Momus, a world settled by a circus troop which
Orbit 3%.75 survived the wreck of thne ship, 'City Of DBaraboo!

Lord Allenby is sent to persuade the citizens to ask for aid
and the seven tales give some superb, Vance-like insights into Various
aspects of the world where even the simple question, 'Jhat time is it2v,
Tequires payment in the copper-bead rovills before an answer is givene
Lxcellent SF, it never loses sipht of where it is going, nor docs it bog
down in ncedless verbiage., I found it a pleasing, unfraught 'read! and
reckon it by far the better collection of the wtoe.don't miss ite

ELFQUEST__Book 2

el T P o T o e T, ML

L N . Only the briefest of details so far, but the news that

Donning have now issued
the second in this
beautifully illustrated
werk by VWendy and-.
Richard Pini,..
vo5cftbacke. .g10,95 and a
limited 40,00 hardcovers,
Duz next October.
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ggg:QEE:!Sé@ Second in the new series of Thomas Covenant, Uhbeliever
Stephen R. Donaldson sees the Sunbane spreading its devastating grip across
Sidgwick & Jackson The Land as lord Foul's power rises. Covenant and
£5,.95 Avery set sail on a granite ship pf the Giants to find
The One Tree from which to make a new Staff Of Law; their only hope ageinst
the menace. But Covenant is flawed by power, Avery introverted so their
heroic quest does not procecd along conventional lines. Disaster ecauses
Coveanant to lose heart and Foul secns ready to triumph. Once again,
Donaldson spins his fluent word-magic with riech description of the land to
which Covenant is pulled in times of peril, Lovers of the earlier tales
will find no cause for complaint here..save that the weight of this massive,
volume way prove the final straw in collapsing their creaking bookshelves.
The first series became a 'cult' boock,.and I'm sure this will follow suit,
MRe MONSTERIS MOVIE GOLD 4 king-sized (83" x 11%) trade paperback of over
¥orrest J. Ackerman 200 marvellous, nostalgia-filled pages. 'Over 250
DOMITING  $12.95 rare and never before published stills and posters'

says the jackete.and I believe it..but this isn't just the
usual hodgepodge of umpteen pictures and zilch in the way of text. Forry
{and others) have done an excellent job of documentation and commentary..both
wry and humorouss.particularly 45J's account of his own film experiences.
Moasters, horror, Frankensteins, I»aculas, robots, are all here in mofusion
in a book you will return to again and again. For the real buff, there are
even 10 'unknown'! stills for you to identify and so get your name into the
foilow-up volume..which brings ny only criticisnm,.Forry makes far too many
references to this...iflifrite in and tell me/,/It will be in//My next book.."
T'11 =zdmit that if the second is as good as this, you'll not want to miss
i%sce.but I can do without a dozen or more reninders. (((Note to 43J..I'11
be Fu Los Angeles in August..hope to neet you at LASFS if possible to renew
o1 nattering in Boston in 1980))

’ BYE T j;
LEEYE OV <,)

EUPERIMENT 24 BoYS,
THERE SEEMS TO BE 4
PUUS-FPRINT IN THE 800X
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B 0 T ™
QUEST_FOR IIRE Then a Prehistoric tribe loses its Iire, two rival groups

e ]

J.d.Rosney-iine set off in search of a: new flame. Thus, from the outset
Penguin £7T.25 we have the classic 'quest'! plus the brooding rivalry
between Naoh (the good) and Aghoo (the bad) with tribal
power and the desirable Gemnla as prizes. Naoh's jourmey is beset by
encounters with mammoths, tigres, aurochs, bears and other tribesmen but
eventually, Fire is found and we have a final confrontation with Aghooe

An exciting yarnm with enough violence to suit anyone as the dawning intell-
igence of Nach is pitted against his environment. First published in 1911
and recently made into a film (with added sex scenes) the story still reads
as fresh as ever with none of the crecking phraseology of its era.

IHE TERROR _VERSION ppier o promising start, this one rather disappointed

John Lymington ne. DLccentric Professor Jack Odds has evolved a method
Hale £6.25 of mental travel te an altermate Ilarth on the opposite
side of the Sun. Taking Richard Trenton with him, the
pair find themselves in a women-dominated society at a time of unrest as
the females wish to return to bearing their own children. VWhich may seem
rather contradictory..as is the presence of a Govermment agent who adds
nothing to the plot. The final escape s also to prove not so final., The
opening has some nice humour, but this is not sustained for long. The
thene lacks credibility and the characters likewise. Sorry, but this one

did nothing for me

e U e A post-ii-~disaster set in ..quaria (formerly California)
Norman Spinrad Clear Blue Lou must arbitrate a charge of usage of
irrow  47.60 'black' (science) materials in the ‘'white! coummmunity
of health, air and nature. IHowever, the case is just a trap to lure hin
and Little Mary Sunshine to aid a technical plan to send a spacecraft up to
thue 'Big Lar' satellite which, for fifty years, has been listening for
aliense The 'with-it' language tends to get in the way of an excellent
stery, and the hippy-like comrunity seemed a shade unlikely,.nevertheless, /|
I'd rate this as one of Spinrad's best. & darned good read! |

i
éé& Thomas Me Disch According to my files, Sphere issued this title in
Methuen £T.50 1974, Here resrinted, are six tales (5 from various
Magnum nagazines) and concerning the inhabitants of a monolithic

apartment bloclk in a frighteningly overcrowded future New York of 2027,
Their lives are sleazy, hopeless, frustrated;
likewise thelr ambitions, struggles and

failures. xplicit (and nauseating) sex

scenes will appeal to lovers of the tribulat-

ions of seething humanity...but I'm afreid
it isn't my cup of teaessssindeed, I wonder

just who gets a kick out of the sickening
accounts of sonme of the sexual anticse
Nevertheless, You pays your money and

you takes your choice'! Disch lovers,

here'!s your chances

DOUBLE AllL"IVERSARY.,. Next issue (ERG 80)
for October 1st. 1982 also marks my 60th,.
birthday, I'm right on your tail, Forry.
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OPUS The Best Cf Isaac Asimov

Panther £2.50  gince my .collection
helds at least 30 Asimov titles, it's
obvious that I rate him highly., Here
we have his own selection of bits.and
pieces from his first 200 works, .split
into Opus 100 (11 chapters) and Opus
200 (15 of same). Ve get the best of
fact and fictional worlds- as he
skilfully interweaves his conmentary
and explanation between items. In the
670 pages, Dr. Asimov covers robotics, ‘ ‘O
astronony, physics, fiction, history, { g K WO P
the Bible and a host of other thenes
2ll in his own inimitable and VIRY

| highly rcadable prose. Indubitably,
the block~busting bargain of the yvear so get your order in nowe

g
4 ). ,-'x/"\_ A~

} i}ﬁ?ﬂ%#ﬁ Lot
LARe oS

ﬁziﬁﬁzzjéﬁiiggg;?g=ggoks ; EleYen-year—old Ly unwanted by her mother,
HﬁMQHoover ¥ lives in a sealed-off, decaying underground city,
£5.50 where her ability to read earns Governmental
scrutiny. On discovering her friend Axel entered the city illegally fron
the mythical 'Outside', Auy talks him into joining her in a bid for freedon.
Their journey through machine labyrinths, pleasure domes and across nuvant-
ridden wastelands make an eXciting yarn..which never shows signs of being
‘written downt!, DPcrsonally, I'd rate it far better than many an 'adultt
uzovel, as pace and interest are never allowed to flag. This should make an

oxcellent gift for any youngster in your present-giving arcao.

§E§§££=§22 By the end of the 21st. Century, mankind has reached the
Carry Kilworth stars, but is declining at home. To safceguard the mobile
Penguln 31.75 settlement on New Carthage, an empathy experiment using

sets of four-year-old twins is set up. The children are
conditioned to react violently to the aliens on New Carthage should a threat
erise, and thus give instantaneous warning to Farth. At the first trial,
an unexpected side effect arise, and once al the colony, the results prcve
even more spectacular, Accept the implausibilitips of the mobile colony and
the advantage of halving reaction time being of much practical value, and
Mr, Kilworth has come up with another gripping account of human/z2lien
contacte.plus a hint of a spiritual 'overmind'!, Highly readable,

As noted eavlicr, this issue's JRGitorial 'Moronic Menace!

woas due to appear in . Gary Kenpls 'QUARTZ' (Hew about 2 copy Gary..I haven't
hzd one at the tine of writing this). Sceing a conpetition in TECHNOLOGY
WEZK, I submitted a slightly modified version to them..and lo! I won the
first prize of a Z¥%81...since I all ready have one, I took the £50 cash
insteads..s0 if you take TiCHNOLCGY WEEI. .Moronic Menace first appecared there.

THE B3C COMPUTZR I'ordercd last Nowember finolly arrived here (after sundry
letters of enquiry) on Saturday, Junc 5the A lovely machince.BUT...after
running for 50 minutes, it overheated and crashed, Repeated coolings and
testing established that its average running tine was 30 minutesa..so back

it nust go to Acorn., ((Oh yes, and the User's Guide is ABYSMAL I)not to
riention that to link it to a recorder I had to do a circuit €racing job plus
a five DIN pin solder jobe Still, it will be FUN once they cure that
overhecating problern for ne.
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National Aeronautics and
Space Administration

Viking News Center Viking 2-39
Pasadena, California P-20476
(213) 354-6000 July 31, 1978

A LAST VIKING LOOK AT THE NORTH POLE OF MARS — This four-frame mosaic is made up of the
last pictures transmitted from Mars to Earth by NASA’s Viking Orbiter 2 before engineers at the Jet
Propulsion Laboratory shut it down July 24, 1978. The region photographed is between 79 and 84 degrees
north latitude near the edge of the north polar cap, and it reveals a broad plateau dissected by a canyon.
The plateau is formed of many individual layers, and these are exposed where erosion has uncovered
distinctive patterns of roughly parallel stripes as evidence of the layering. The season is mid-summer on
Mars, and strong salar heating has caused winter deposits of condensed, frozen carbon dioxide (dry ice) to
sublime back into the atmosphere — leaving behind bright patches of water ice. The ice clings preferentially
to flat or slightly north-sloping areas, while slopes with southern inclinations are defrosted by the greater
amount of sunlight they receive. A comparison of these recent Martian-summer Viking Orbiter 2 pictures of
the north polar region with those taken during the last Martian summer (19786, also by VO-2), indicate that
the north polar cap had significantly less ice cover during the 1978 summer than during the previous
summer,






